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MEDIA RELEASE

June 22, 1987

PHILOSOPHY PROFESSOR WINS U M fS DISTINGUISHED TEACHING AWARD
MISSOULA —
University of Montana philosophy Professor Maxine Van de
Wetering has won this year's Distinguished Teaching Award.
Nominated by her department and chosen for the award by the
Faculty Development Committee, she received $1,000 and was
honored at UM's June 2 awards banquet.
Each department may nominate one faculty member for the
award.

Van de Wetering's nomination was supported by numerous

letters from current and former students and fellow professors,
all of whom spoke in superlatives of her professional and
personal attributes.
Albert Borgmann, a fellow UM philosophy professor, wrote,
"All agree that she commands undivided attention, that suspense
and excitement fill the room when she begins to speak.

Her

influence is profound and continues to reverberate in a student's
life."
Former students Ann Haight and Mark Peppier credit Van de
Wetering with helping them secure Rhodes Scholarships.

Haight

also said of her, "In her teaching she was intellectually honest,
courageous and challenging, always willing to tackle the hard
question, refusing to accept the soft option from her students
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or from herself."
Peppier wrote, "Maxine's a model teacher:

a thoughtful,

challenging and giving person, both in the classroom and out....
Maxine is one of those rare individuals who has the energy and
scholarship to change students'

lives."

Sue Dolezal, a former student of Van de Wetering's who
teaches at Missoula's Sentinel High School, said Van de Wetering
changed her perspective on how to teach mathematics and physics.
She added, "When this petite woman enters the room and stands on
a box for added height, it isn't long until the entire room is
filled with such a profusion of ideas that it seems almost
crowded."
Van de Wetering, who joined UM's faculty in 1965 as a
history lecturer, began teaching philosophy in 1971 and became a
full professor of philosophy in 1981.
In 1971 she received a doctorate in the history of science
from the University of Washington.

She holds two bachelor's

degrees from the University of California at Berkeley as well.
The one she earned in 1961 is in history; the other, which she
received in 1960, is in physics.
In 1985-86 Van de Wetering was a visiting professor of the
philosophy of science at the Rochester Institute of Technology.
At UM, her philosophy courses include "Philosophical Perspectives
on Women in the Western Hemisphere," "The History of Science" and
"American Science."
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She also teaches history and humanities courses.
Currently working on a book called "The Hostile Home in 19th
Century America," she's also written about topics such as
religious symbolism in the American home, moral medicine in the
19th century, and the inoculation controversy in American
science.
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